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What is Morphology ? 

The term " morphology ” is Greek and is made up of two parts: morph- meaning 
'shape or form', and -ology which means 'the study of something'. In linguistics, 
morphology means the scientific study of the internal structure (forms and parts) of 
words in a language. It is concerned with how several such morphemes may be joined 
together to form words. Thus, we can say that morphology studies the formation of 
words from smaller units (parts) called "morphemes' . 


? ( aic~) < alc- La 

morphology ^ ^ ^ ^ ology j ‘ J ^ ^j morph : t> uj^jj ^" morphology ” 

C ll,<aKH l*-a mOTphSmOS -LaJj jl 4 _i9j£Lj (JjM-J , 4_il]l ^^3 l‘‘ll «aK\l (j-a \\ 4 _ia1sl 1I ^ Wi 

. morphemes <^->3 (*'_>')®j i> J morphology J J 
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What are words ? 


The term "words" means the smallest independent units of language. They are 
independent because they can be separated from other units and can change position. 
Words may consist of one or more than one part. The word 'play' cannot be divided 
into (pi-ay). Words like play, speak, problem, and balloon contain only one part. They 
are called simple words. However, the word 'players' may be divided into three parts; 
play, er, and s. words that are made up of more than one part like players, talked, 
meeting, and unbelievable are called complex words. Each of the parts making up 
such words (play, er, s, ed, ing, un, abe, etc) is called a morpheme. 


? CjUSII l. 


words ^ ^i g 4 V'j’uHx . Aiil 4Vqi >»a ^ ~i»~i" words " ^^o*'*** 

t> UJ^ balloon j speak j problem j play . (pl-ay) u^ 3 V 'play' ^ jU> <> 
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. morpheme (play, er, s, ed, ing, un, abe, etc) 
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What is morpheme ? 

Morphemes are the smallest meaning bearing units of language. The Minimal 
meaningful units of grammatical description. Three criteria of a morpheme: A 
morpheme should meet three criteria: 

(1) It is a word or part of a word that has meaning. 

(2) It cannot further be divided into smaller meaningful parts without violation of its 
meaning or without meaningless remainders. 

(3) It recurs in differing verbal environments with a relatively stable meaning. 
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Explanations: The word 'unlikely' has three morphemes while the word 'carpet' is a 
single morpheme. One the other hand the word 'car' and 'pet' are independent 
morphemes in themselves. But the word 'carpet' has nothing to do with the meanings 
of 'car' and 'pet'. 'Carpet' is a minimal meaningful unit by itself. 


'pet' j 'car' ^ <> . morpheme Wi 'carpet' ^ ^ morphemes ^ 'unlikely' ^ 

. jl 'Carpet'. 'pet' j 'car' £* J* 'carpet' ^ ^ morphemes 
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Segmentation: A large number of such words as can be divided into segments are 
said to be determinate with respect to segmentation. For example: Boys: boy - s, 
unable: un - able playing: play - ing 

But there are several words which can either not be segmented at all or are only 
partially determinate with respect to segmentation. Some examples are given below: 

Better, best, worst, worse, men, children, mice, sheep, went, took, broke, sang, 
brought, and so on. 


] JHall (JjJjjj . ^>1 ttiViVI (j-aiLa L<u 3 1 g (jfLaJ iLalfUl (j-a \ tuViVI 

. Boys: boy - s, unable: un - able playing: play - ing 

JjLuj AjJaj^yLa jl (j^UaVI <_5^ c - Si (jl (jfLa-J dlLalSlI (j-a tilliA <j£Jj 

. Better, best, worst, worse, men, children, mice, sheep, went, took, broke, sang, brought: ^Vi 
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The relationship between 'morph', 'allomorph' and 'morpheme' is similar to that 
between phone, allophone and phoneme. The term 'morph' means shape. Any minimal 
phonetic form that has meaning is a morph. Thus bus-es, bush-es, cap-s, boy-s, etc 
are different morphs. Those morphs which belong to the same morpheme are called 
allomorphs of that morpheme. Thus /s/, /z/, and /lz/ are allomorphs of the plural 
morpheme {e(s)}. When a word is segmented into parts, the segments are referred to 
as 'morphs'. 


'morph' . phoneme j allophone j phone on ^ ^ l&iz* 'morpheme' j 'allomorph' j 'morph' oh 
^ morphs ^ . morphs c 11 bus-es, bush-es, cap-s, boy-s, . morph ^ -J t/i 

. morpheme (e(s)} ^ i> allomorphs /lz/ j /z/ j /s/ . morpheme t> allomorphs morpheme J* 

'morphs' W) jWvi u.ik. 
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Free and Bound Morphemes: 

In words like unhappy, disregarded, boyhood, etc. morphemes such as happy, 
regard and boy can stand on their own as independent words. Such morphemes are 
called free morphemes. On the other hand, morphemes like un-, dis-, -ed, -hood etc. 
cannot stand on their own as independent words. They are always attached to a free 
morpheme. Such morphemes are called 'bound morphemes'. 

Inflection Morphemes: Inflectional morphemes serve as grammatical markers that 
indicate: tense, number, possession, comparison, etc. but no change in word class. 


U& ji boy j regard j happy ^boyhood j disregarded j unhappy J* 

IjojLu uiaj v -hood j-ed jdis- j un- morphemes free morphemes ^*** . 

. 'bound morphemes' ^. free morpheme £* 'i&j* . aJsi^ 

& comparison j possession j number j tense : j i inflection Morphemes 

A ,aK\' Aila ^ ^iij 




